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Report of the Secretary General 

to the Ad-hoc Working Group on Information and Communication Technology “ICT”
The Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs which held its meeting on 14-16 March 2010 in Palau decided to establish an ICT (information and communication technology) Ad-hoc working Group to cover both ideas of Virtual Asian Parliament and Bridging the Digital Divide in Asia. The first meeting of ICT group was held at the sideline of the Standing Committee on Political Affairs on 13 May 2010 in Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran.  This meeting focused on the financial and technical requirements for establishing the “Asian Virtual Parliament”. 

The draft Resolution (SC/Res/2010/09 dated 13 May 2010) that was proposed by the Ad-hoc Working Group on ICT welcomed the report of the Secretary General on “The Virtual Asian Parliament” and requested Member Parliaments to arrange in their own parliament the technical facilities for the establishment of the VAP. It further underlined the necessity to work out the legal status of the materials and documents which will be circulated in the Virtual Parliaments. It also emphasized the need to resolve the challenges of communication channels for organizing video conferences which can be used for holding meetings of Virtual Asian Parliament. Finally the Ad-hoc Working Group decided to hold its next meeting at the sideline of the Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Developments in Russian Federation on 17 June 2010, to expedite the establishment of the “AVP”.

The Secretary General is highly pleased for receiving significant inputs from the Parliaments of the Russian Federation, the Islamic republic of Iran and Indonesia. The present report which is an integral part of the report to the First meeting of the ICT Ad-hoc Working Group (SG/Rep/2010/07 dated 2 May, 2010) is mainly based on these inputs.

At the present stage information technology has become a strategic resource for world development that by no means is less important than natural and social resources. Information resources take on a new quality which ensures an effective development of all areas of human activities. 

Global networking provides opportunities for APA Member Parliaments to share experiences and engage in fruitful dialogue on significant issues in Asia. The most effective way for taking advantage of this information technology is the establishment of the Virtual Asian Parliament that would enhance dialogue and exchange of views among Asian Parliaments; leading to further cooperation and coordination. The Asian Virtual Parliament will pave the way for sharing information, harmonizing legislation and raising people’s awareness about the activities of the legislative body. It further will ensure a more profound feedback between society, power and individuals, and thus contributes to strengthening peace in Asia.

Parliament should have a clear idea about the way these technologies will assist it in achieving ultimate goals. Virtual Parliament must hinge upon a set of regulations to determine strategic planning, program resources and action. It is to be based on the principles ensuring:

· Transparency and openness for the parliament as a whole and for its structural units and for each member of parliament;

· Universal access to parliament information; 
· Creation of mechanisms allowing to raise the responsibility of parliamentarians before their electorate;

· Broader dialogue among Member Parliaments; 

· Security of authorized information and classified nature of personal information;
· Participation in a global information society.
The Virtual Parliament must include program and technological blocks of internet-missions and digital signature of each APA Member. Program and technological blocks deal with Web-server providing information, mail- server ensuring information exchange among Member Parliament, interactive server necessary to hold discussions, video- conferences, and various polls of public opinion. A system of automatic translation ensuring a dynamic translation of texts into the language of the user is an important element of the block.

Web-server of each Asian Parliament must have references to web- servers of other Asian Parliament. When internet- discussions or polls are organized the resources must be provided by the country organizing the discussion or polls. Automatic notification of other Member Parliament should be served about the forthcoming discussion.

The program and technological block of electronic digital signature must have in place an authentication center providing electronic digital signatures for all members of Member Parliaments.

Based on the inputs of the Russian Federation Parliament the VAP may face following difficulties: 

1. To implement a decentralized virtual parliament there must be a common sever with a single name which must contain references to cites of parliaments participating in Asian parliament. This server most probably must be located in the Asian Parliament head- quarters.

2. Difficulties in establishing the system of automatic translation. The information will be posted on Web-server in official working languages. Each Member Parliament will also be responsible for operability of the software and hardware system, information storage and retrieval.

3. Similar problem arises with- mail and internet discussions. The Parliament or the Secretariat which initiates the internet discussion should act as a moderator.

4. A legal status for the materials and documents circulating in virtual parliament should be worked out and approved. If they are of purely informational the software and hardware system of the electronic digital signature will not be needed.

5. To organize video- conferences which can be used for holding meetings of VAP it will be necessary to resolve the issue of communication channels and, with the distributed electronic voting system. 
The draft Resolution (SC/Res/2010/09 dated 13 May 2010) that was proposed by the Ad-hoc Working Group on ICT requested the Secretariat to conduct a pilot project of VAP and share the result with the APA member parliaments. The Secretary General has consulted some ITC agencies to prepare their proposal for a pilot project as well as a roadmap for establishing VAP. The result of this consultation will be shared with all Member Parliaments as soon it is finalized.

The rudimentary assessment for establishing VAP may include the following stages:

1- Feasibility study for drafting a realistic roadmap 

2- Establishing a powerful portal for: office automation for documents, video conferencing to conduct virtual meetings, online translation, voting ability, text and voice communication, 

3- Feeding standard format for each Parliament to share its important and relevant news, projects and comments. 
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